
NJ Families, Small Businesses, Seniors Benefit from Health Care Reform

Repealing health care and patients' rights means: children with pre-existing conditions are
denied coverage, young people age 26 can’t stay on their parents’ plans, pregnant women and
breast and prostate cancer patients could be thrown off the insurance rolls, seniors pay more for
their drugs, and small businesses pay higher taxes.

  Since health reform was enacted, New Jersey families, small businesses, and seniors are
benefitting:
  

•26,000 young adults were able to obtain health insurance through their parents plan.

  

• Lifetime limits have been eliminated for 5.3 million New Jersey residents

  

• 1.3 million New Jersey seniors are receiving free wellness visits and preventive services.

  

• 103,905 Medicare beneficiaries who were in the “donut hole” have received a one-time,
tax-free $250 rebate to help pay for prescription drugs.  Further, those beneficiaries will receive
50 percent drugs on their brand name prescription drugs starting this month.

  

• An estimated 117,000 New Jerseyans retired before they were eligible for Medicare and
obtain health coverage through their former employers.  Health reform created the Early Retiree
Reinsurance Program to help companies continue providing early retirees health insurance. So
far, 166 employers in New Jersey have signed up to participate in the program.

  

• 144,000 New Jersey small businesses can be helped by the new small business tax credits

  

• New Jersey received a $1 million Health Insurance Premium Grant to improve the review of
proposed health insurance premium increases, take action against insurers seeking
unreasonable rate hikes, and ensure consumers receive value for their premium dollars.
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• New Jersey received over $800,000 Consumer Assistance program grant to help strengthen
and enhance ongoing efforts to protect consumers from some of the worst insurance industry
practices.

  

• New Jersey received a $1 million planning grant to help plan for the state health insurance
exchange.

  

• $51,956,149 in Therapeutic Discovery Project Program Tax Credits and grants for biomedical
research to produce new therapies, address unmet medical needs, reduce the long-term growth
of health care costs and advance the goal of curing cancer within the next 30 years.

  

• New Jersey received $141 million federal dollars to provide coverage for uninsured residents
with pre-existing medical conditions through a new high-risk pool program, NJ Protect.

  

• Health reform increased funding for Community Health Centers.  That funding will help the 134
Community Health Centers in New Jersey, but also support the construction of new centers.

  

• Beginning in October 1, 2010, the National Health Service Corps will have increased funding
of $1.5 billion over five years for scholarships and loan repayments for doctors, nurses, and
other health care providers who work in areas with a shortage of health professionals. 

  

• In total, New Jersey received $83.9 million in new grant funding from the Department of Health
and Human Services.  New Jersey has received additional grant funding:

  o $4.7 million for demonstration projects to address health professions workforce needs  

o $2.1 million for Tribal, Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting programs

  

o $500,000 for Medicare improvements for patients and providers
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o $1.6 million to strengthen public health infrastructure to improve health outcomes

  

o $400,00 to build epidemiology, laboratory, and health information systems

  

o $200,000 for HIV Prevention and Public Health Fund activities

  

o $200,000 for State Health Care Workforce Development grants

  

o $10.6 million for Primary Care Residency Expansion program

  

o $800,000 for Advanced Nursing Education Expansion program

  

o $8 million to support capital development in health centers
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